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According to the European Commission, education, science, technology, research and innovation are 
a prerequisite for achieving a sustainable EU economy. EU leaders have agreed to work towards a 
European Education Area by 2025 to take full advantage of education, training and culture (EU, 
2019).  Scientific literacy takes center stage in major reforms in education and is often presented as 
a key goal of science education. This is due to the idea that scientific literacy could be a prerequisite 
for the economic survival and technological development of the society, at least if judged by the 
research based on correlations between large-scale international testing results and country’s 
economic prosperity level (Hanushek & Woessmann, 2010). Chemical literacy presents a significant 
constituent part of scientific literacy, given that the use of various chemicals plays a vital role in our 
daily lives whether we are talking about food, medicine, clothing or climate change. 

The action against social exclusion and poverty is of particular importance to countries of the 
Balkans, as mitigating poverty and social exclusion is one of the key challenges in this region (Džunić, 
Golubović & Janković–Milić, 2015). Another challenge in education in the Balkans is the structure of 
the population in identity, culture and historicity, ethnicity, language and religion which makes it 
interesting for educational research.  During the years, the Balkans region has been continuously 
struggling to attain a similar level of development as the majority of its neighboring countries. For 
this region to develop in terms of economic growth and social achievement, substantial reforms in 
education are needed.  

Considering both the importance of chemical literacy and the current state of science education in 
countries of the Balkan region based on the results of international testing (OECD, 2007; 2010; 2013; 
2016; 2019) it is clear that research on student learning of the topic is necessary and provides 
endless research opportunities.  

Therefore, this special issue is aimed at research papers that explore challenges and issues of 
teaching chemistry in countries of the Balkan region. Papers that reflect development and trends in 
chemistry education in the Balkans are invited. Additionally, papers exploring how to improve 
teaching and learning chemistry in the Balkans are also invited. 



Possible papers may include but are not limited to: 
 
1. New methods and strategies in teaching chemistry in the Balkan countries 
2. Challenges and issues in teaching and learning chemistry in the Balkan countries 
3. Teachers’ and students’ attitudes about the future of chemical education in the Balkans 
4. Reforms of chemical education in the Balkans 
5. Research on chemistry teacher education in the Balkan region 
 
Submission process 
 
Authors should first submit their manuscripts directly to Saša Horvat (sasa.horvat@dh.uns.ac.rs) and 
Dušica Rodić (dusica.milenkovic@dh.uns.ac.rs). The manuscripts that successfully pass the first 
review phase will enter the second evaluation phase. 
All papers must adhere to the author guidelines of the Journal of Baltic Science Education.  
Guidelines: http://www.scientiasocialis.lt/jbse/files/JBSE_requirements_2020.pdf  
Template online: http://www.scientiasocialis.lt/jbse/files/Template_JBSE.doc  
Submitted papers will be subject to the usual double-blind review process with multiple reviewers. 
For questions, please contact the guest editors. 
 
Key dates 
 

 Paper submission deadline:  05 June 2022 
 Notifications to authors 

(after the first review stage):  30 June 2022 
 Second review stage:   20 October 2022 
 Expected publication date:  December 2022 
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